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The Wonders of God 


And they sung a new canticle, saying: Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to take the book and to open the seals thereof; because Thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God, in Thy blood, out of every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation, and hast made us to our 
God a kingdom and priests, and we shall reign on the earth— 
Apoc. v. 10. 


HE eyes of Christendom have been fixed these solemn 

days with deepest reverence upon-the city of Chicago; 
not so much Chicago, a wonder city, superb in material 
greatness, with its golden pinnacles of marvelous achieve- 
ment proclaiming the triumph of American enterprise and 
genius; rather Chicago kindly, princely in hospitality, 
deeply appreciative of religious ideals and spiritual values, 
pausing reverently to lift up its portals of splendor in or- 
der to welcome thousands and thousands of Christian dis- 
ciples who as a “cloud of witnesses” have foregathered 
from far and near to acclaim before the entire world the 
truth and the glory of the Eucharistic sacrifice and the 
Eucharistic breaking of the Bread of Life. 


Cui1caco A City BLESSED 


Today Chicago is spoken of as a city blessed and hal- 
lowed of God by millions within our American borders 
and even by millions more beyond our frontiers. Verily, 
to them, as to us here present, Chicago these days has 
been a city of God, a temple of the Most High, a sanc- 
tuary of Christ, our Eucharistic King and. Lord. 

The heart of the Universal Church goes out in ever- 
lasting gratitude to the Archdiocese of Chicago, to its be- 
loved and eminent Cardinal Archbishop, whose large vi- 
sion and fearless leadership have fired, with holy enthu- 
siasm and consecrated purpose, the clergy, the religious 
and the faithful of this great and noble Church of Chi- 
cago, to do mighty and wonderful things for God—mag- 
nalia et mirabilia Dei. Let it be carved into the imperish- 
able record of these memorable days that the Church in 
America, recognizing the epoch-making character of this 
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Eucharistic Congress, will not permit it to pass into his- 
tory merely as an act of stupendous accomplishment, but 
will cherish and keep alive unto generations unborn the 
story of these days of faith triumphant and of glory 
transcendent. 

To the Church of Chicago ever be the honor and glory 
of having prepared for our Eucharistic King a “canacu- 
lum grande stratum”—an upper room, where Christ and 
His disciples have assembled to “eat the Pasch”—in sur- 
roundings of surpassing natural beauty and magnificence 
and under circumstances of spiritual jubilation and exal- 
tation, if not unprecedented, at least hardly excelled out- 
side the Eternal City itself, in the history of Eucharistic 
Congresses. Catholic Chicago may say with the psalmist : 
“Therefore, will I give glory to thee, O Lord, among the 
nations.” 

Demonstration after demonstration, one excelling the 
other in enthusiasm, fervor and splendor, on the part of 
prelates, priests and people, have marked the progress of 
the Congress in the cathedral city. The crowning hour 
of the Congress’ triumphal culmination moves the closing 
scene of this monumental seminary: foundation. Here, 
under the blue dome of heaven, above spire of cathedral 
and pinnacle of temple, we seek the heights and peaks of 
the everlasting hills that the world at large may behold 
this magnificent tribute and solemn acclamation to Christ 
—that the nations of the earth may hear our mighty 
“credo” and feel our flaming “adoro” in our public pro- 
fession of faith and our supreme act of worship of our 
Eucharistic Lord and King. 


PacEANT Not AN INNOVATION 


Let it not be imagined that we to-day participate in an 
extraordinary innovation of Catholic faith or practice. 
We are but carrying on the historic panorama and super- 
natural pageantry of God’s revelation and intercourse with 
man during the long sweep of the ages that rolled up to 
the foot of the cross, as well as of the centuries that have 
been unfolded since in our Christian era. 

Vast though be this mighty concourse of the faithful 
assembled here to praise “the Lamb that was slain,” the 
real vision reveals “a great multitude, which no man could 
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number, of all nations, and tribes, and peoples, and 
tongues, standing before the throne and in sight of the 
Lamb.” These unite with us, or rather, we unite with 
them, in the unbroken continuity, the doctrinal integrity 
and the organic unity of the promise and the revelation of 
Christ, the Lamb of God, Priest and Victim, made mani- 
fest, in type and prophecy, during the Old Testament and, 
in reality and the fullness of truth, in the new dispensa- 
tion. 

Our solemn procession to-day continues and extends 
the long line of believers and adorers going back to the 
fathers of the human race. We behold patriarch, prophet, 
lawgiver, priest, judge, king and psalmist before altar, 
tabernacle and temple, all leading to the cross, the sublime 
objective and supreme fulfillment of the old law. We 
behold of the new law the virgin mother, apostles, evan- 
gelists, martyrs, confessors, virgins and the disciples of 
Christ the world over, emerging from the cenacle, believ- 
ers in, witnesses to, and partakers of the Eucharistic Sac- 
rifice. The saints of the Old and the New Testament are 
our “commensales, coheredes, et sodales”’ cocongressists, 
and coprocessionists, during this very Eucharistic Con- 
gress. 

Catholic America has every reason to rejoice, in a spe- 
cial manner, during these days, because over our beloved 
land since its discovery four centuries ago by a Catholic 
navigator has hovered and spread the benediction of Our 
Blessed Saviour.in the sacrifice and sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist. The early historic background of Christian 
America is emphatically eucharistic. It is a commonplace 
to mention that among the first public acts of Christian 
worship on our shores was the oblation of the Sacrifice of 
the Mass. It is also a commonplace to say that the pi- 
oneer missionaries, Dominicans, Franciscans, Jesuits, who 
played so valuable and prominent a part in opening up the 
wilderness of this continent to civilization were, above all 
else, apostles, bearers and ministers of the Holy Eucha- 
rist. Like Elias of old, in his journey to Mount Horeb, 
who was nourished with bread ministered by an angel, 
these heroic priests of God found in the Blessed Sacrament 
“that sacrifice from which all martyrdom has drawn its 
source,” the mighty spirit of their courage, of their en- 
durance, of their boundless privations, and even for many 
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of them the superhuman strength to suffer savage torture 
and the cruelest of deaths. History records that “the min- 
isters of the Catholic faith had, before the middle of the 
sixteenth century, carried the cross and announced Chris- 


tianity from the banks of the Chesapeake to the canyons of 
the Colorado.” 


DepicaTE LAKE TO EUCHARIST 


A century later, Blessed Isaac Jogues, who was to 
dedicate the present Lake George, now-~York, to the Holy 
Eucharist by calling it “Lake of the Blessed Sacrament,” 
penetrated the wilderness, here in the north, to the very 
outlet of Lake Superior, some years before, as Bancroft 
says, “The New England John Elliott had addressed the 
tribes of Indians that dwelt within six miles of Boston 
harbor.” Pére Marquette, following shortly after, 
reached, as you all know, Chicago, saying, “I shall gladly 
lay down my life for the salvation of souls—I am am- 
bassador from God to enlighten new countries with the 
gospel.” 

Bancroft unmistakably points out that the dominant 
purpose of the early missionary was spiritual, “neither 
commercialism nor royal ambition; the motive was reli- 
gion.” This same historian, non-Catholic though he was, 
pays touching tribute to the Holy Eucharist. After de- 
scribing the chanting of vespers and matins with the conse- 
cration of the sacred bread by solemn Mass near the coun- 
cil fires of the Huron tribes, he writes: “Beautiful testi- 
mony of the equality of the human race, the sacred wafer, 
emblem of the divinity in man, all that the Church offered 
to the Princes and nobles of the European world, was 
shared with the humblest savage neophytes.” This, of 
course, was in full consonance with the spirit of Christ in 
His Church, “which cherishes every member of the hu- 
man race without regard to lineage or skin.” The trails 
blessed by these heroic missionaries through forest, atop 
mountains, across river and over prairie have developed 
into triumphal highways along which Catholic faith has 
erected hundreds and hundreds of temples and taber- 
nacles to our Eucharistic King. An eucharistic assembly, 
therefore, is neither alien nor new to American soil. 

Wherefore, it is meet and just that the Church who is 
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in Christ the fruitful mother of the nations—Sancta Mater 
Ecclesia—should invite her children “out of every tribe 
and tongue and people and nation” to “declare His virtues 
who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light.” In company with the “cloud of witnesses” whose 
white-robed ranks reach back into the dim mists of an- 
tiquity and surge aloft, thronging the courts of heaven, 
the Church to-day in the foremost files of time, shining 
with the faith of the ages, chants a “new canticle” of vic- 
tory to the Eucharistic King of kings and Lord of lords 
on her altars. 

As history bears indisputable witness, the Church has 
never failed, nor can she fail, to render the “good con- 
fession” unto Jesus Christ before the peoples of the earth. 
Whether she calls out from the arena, through the mar- 
tyr’s blood, or from the desert solitudes, through the her- 
mit’s self-denial, or from the crowded highways, through 
the simple holiness of her children, her testimony is unto 
Christ, Who dwells invisibly within her. Her faith, her 
life, her victory, are made glorious in the light of the 
cross, for she is the spouse of the Lamb, “redeemed .. . 
with the precious blood of Christ.” The Sacrifice of Cal- 
vary was and, as reacted in an unbloody manner in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass, morning after morning, throughout 
the Universal Church, continues to be the supreme and 
central fact and expression of her religious worship. 


CuurcH ANNOUNCES ITs FAITH 


In this solemn hour when the Church glows with light 
and heat of faith and hope and charity, in a manner more 
public than is her wont, she is indeed professing her un- 
changing and unchangeable belief in the real presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist; she is also preaching, heralding 
“the mystery of Christ,” Christ as it were proclaiming 
through her the triumph of divine love by the cross. To 
eyes that are held, to ears that are stopped up and to 
hearts that are dull, the Lamb of God lies forever dead 
with the shame and the pain and the failure of the cross 
folding around Him. But to the Church who draws her 
life from His death, her power from His weakness, her 
glory from His shame, her victory from His defeat, Jesus 
Christ is the Son of the Living God, true God and true 
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man, really present under the form of bread and wine in 
the Eucharist. “Jn cruce latebat Sola Deitatas, Latet 
Simul et Humanitas.” 

To the Lamb of God in her Tabernacle who was 
“standing as it were slain” yet “alive” the Church may be 
said to repeat the sublime prayer which the living creatures 
and the ancients offer to the Lamb in Heaven: “Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to take the book and to open the seals 
thereof, because thou wast slain.” It is the faith of the 
Church that in Christ crucified “are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge.” He alone is worthy to open 
the Sealed Book, because he was “obedient unto death, 
even to the death of the cross.” No mortal eyes have 
scanned the secrets of that book, but if the burden of the 
Scriptures be read aright, the prayer of Christ at the Last 
Supper reveals to us “the mystery of Christ”: “That 
they may be one, as Thou, Father, in Me, and I in Thee, 
that they also may be one in Us.” 

Union in God in Christ and through Christ, union 
in Christ in His Church and through His Church, this 
is the adorable mystery which gleams with heavenly 
light through the Eucharistic Lamb of God. God 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
and “in charity . . . hath predestined us to the adoption of 
children through Jesus Christ.” The Son of God be- 
came man that we might have life and have it more abun- 
dantly, life in Him and by Him and with Him. Through 
Christ we receive the grace of adoption as children of 
God. Through Christ we are made “partakers of the 
divine nature.” Through Christ we become as other 
Christs, by putting on Christ, not equal to but like unto 
Christ Himself. The Son of God in His infinite love 
“hath rejoiced as a giant to run the way”—the way which 
led from life to death that we might live united in God, 
the way which led from the cross to glory that we might 
“glory in the hope of the glory of the sons of God.” 
“Fulget crucis mysterium.” 

As the mystery of Christ spreads out before our 
souls, the marvels of God’s inscrutable dispensation of 
mercy, wisdom and love shine out brilliantly, confusing 
our senses while they illumine our faith. God chose us 
in Christ ; Christ chooses us in His Church. It is accord- 
ing to the purpose of the Divine will that the souls of men 





THE WONDERS OF GOD 287 





be united in Christ through His Church, even as all men 
are united in the Father through the Son. The Church is 
“the fullness” of Christ ; through her the Lamb of God ap- 
plies and reaps the harvest of the infinite store of merits 
won on the cross. Her sacraments issue, as it were, from 
the riven side of the Lamb of God, pierced on the cross. 
Living waters are they, filling souls with the life of Christ. 
Bonds of union are they, engrafting souls on Christ. 
Sources of Divine energy are they, by which men do the 
works of Christ. The Church is the mother of the living, 
bringing forth in Christ adopted children unto God, be- 
cause the Lamb of God reigns in her. “Regnavit a ligno 
Deus.” 


DivinE WILL EXPLAINED 


The Son of God willed not only to purchase divine life 
for us by His death; He willed not only to unite us to 
Himself through His Church; it is the will of His infinite 
love that we feed on His body and blood, thus to sustain 
life and union with Him. “Ecce panis angelorum factus 
cibus viatorum.” He Who is life itself deigns to become 
in the sacrament of His love the Bread of Life, the bond 
of union for the members of His Church that He may 
abide in them and they in Him. “Take ye and eat,” says 
Christ. ‘This is My body. Drink ye all of this, for this 
is My blood of the new testament.” “He that eateth My 
flesh and drinketh My blood, abideth in Me and I in him.” 
“Tantum ergo sacramentum.” God chose us in Christ 
unto the adoption of children and the food appointed for 
God’s children is the body and blood of God’s own Son. 

By communion with Christ in the Eucharist we unite 
ourselves with. divinity; we drink of the shoreless ocean 
of His graces; yea, we identify ourselves through love and 
faith with the crucified Christ immolated on our altars. 
With what piercing light does the Angelic Doctor discourse 
on this virtue of the Eucharistic bread: “The Eucharistic 
food, instead of being transformed into the one who takes 
it, transforms him into itself.” It follows that-the proper 
effect of the sacrament is to transform us so much into 
Christ that we can truly say: “I live, now not I; but 
Christ liveth in me.” 

The living Christ in the Eucharistic banquet abides not 
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only in the individual soul. He also unites Himself to the 
men of His Church as the head to the body, welding the 
union by the bonds of faith and hope and charity. With 
just and holy reason does St. Augustine call the Eucharist 
“the sign of unity,” because this sacrament is a symbol of 
the intimate union of this mystical body of which Christ 
is the head. He alone can call the simple shepherd from 
the hills, the humble plowman from the fields, the unlet- 
tered fishermen from the nets, the honest toiler from the 
shop, the money changer from the bench, the beggar from 
the roadside, the leper from the lazerette, the woman of 
shame from the haunts of vice, even the thief from the 
gibbet, to come and sit down with kings and princes, the 
learned and the great, around his Eucharistic table, to break 
and partake of the bread of angels, His own body and 
blood. No visionary of the most idealistic utopian philos- 
ophy for the betterment and elevation of humankind could 
dream of, imagine or conceive a state of perfection com- 
parable to the power, the dignity, the happiness and the 
destiny with which the Holy Eucharist blesses our weak 
and lowly nature. 


UNITY OF THE EUCHARIST 


Would that the world might understand that by par- 
taking of the Eucharist, “we being many,” as St. Paul 
says, “are one bread, one body, all that partake of -one 
bread.” Would that our beloved America had the grace 
to interpret its glorious “E Pluribus Unum” in a spiritual 
sense in the light of the Holy Eucharist. The Eucharist 
is the sacrament of union, as the word “communion” indi- 
cates. The Fathers of the Church having this mind in 
them “which was also in Christ Jesus,” dwell with insist- 
ence upon the symbolism of bread and wine. Are not 
the grains of wheat ground and kneaded together that they 
may be united, forming one substance? Are not the 
grapes gathered and pressed together so that one bever- 
age may flow from them? The worthy members of the 
Church eating of the body and drinking of the blood of 
the Lord “become one bread,” for they abide in Christ 
and Christ in them. Down the ages the Church has been 
known to the nations by “the breaking of bread,” mani- 
festing to angels and to men the divine life which fills her, 
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the divine union which preserves her. It is in Christ and 
through Christ that the Church has maintained against the 
stress and storms of the centuries unchanging unity of 
faith, unbroken unity of government and unshaken unity 
of mission. 

The Church of God is one, even as there is only “one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.” 
Whether she be conceived as the mystical body of Christ 
or as the spouse of Christ or as the Kingdom of God or 
as the Temple of God, the Church of Christ is built upon 
the Rock of Peter; “thou art Peter and upon this rock I 
will build My Church .. . and I will give to thee the keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven.” “Ubi est Petrus, ibi Eccle- 
sia.” It is Christ Himself through the living voice of 
Peter and his successors, Who feeds the lambs and the 
sheep, teaching them, commanding them, binding and loos- 
ing. “Ubi est Ecclesia, thi Christus.” 

When faith and history present to us the vision sublime 
of the Church, like an angel of light, ministering through 
the ages of light, ministering through the ages to all peo- 
ples and in every clime, we behold Christ Himself, the in- 
visible head of the Church, reigning in the Chair of Peter, 
the visible head, present with him “all days even to the 
consummation of the world,” and operating through Him 
with “all power . . . in heaven and in earth” into the for- 
mation of “one body.” The See of Peter is the visible 
center of unity even as the Eucharist is the visible sign of 
unity in the Church. The Church of Peter is and always 
has been recognized as “one bread . . . all that partake of 
one bread” look down the years, cycle after cycle, from 
this present hour even to the beginning, and gaze upon 
the glorious spectacle which the Church has woven on 
the roaring loom of time. Behold Peter, yea, it is Christ 
through Peter, dispensing the bread of life, the body and 
blood of the Lord, to the children of the Church “from 
out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation.” 
“Ubi est Petrus, ibi Corpus Domini.” 


A TRADITION OF THE Popes 


From the faith of Peter confessing the Eucharist, from 
the power of Peter guarding the Eucharist, from the love 
of Peter dispensing the Eucharist, was born the living tra- 
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dition which the Sovereign Pontiffs have cherished and 
nourished with jealous care during the unbroken line of 
their reign. When Rome of the Czsars raged with demon 
hate against the infant Church, Rome of Peter fled into 
the catacombs, bearing the Eucharistic Lamb of God, there 
in the dark heart of the earth to adore Him, to receive 
Him, to offer Him up and to guard Him from unholy 
eyes and unholy hands. In later centuries, before the ad- 
vancing tide of barbarian hosts, stand the towering fig- 
ures of Peter’s successors, a Leo and a Gregory, meeting 
and stemming the onrush, while around them rise up 
walled monasteries and cloistered temples to shield and 
shelter the hidden Christ in the Eucharist. 

In the ages of faith, when the effulgent rays of Cath- 
olic belief shone from the Chair of Peter, lighting up dark 
lands and subduing souls to Christ, magnificent fanes, cre- 
ations of Catholic faith, tabernacle of the Eucharistic King . 
of kings and Lord of lords, mirrored the glory of His 
majesty. In these latter days, when charity has grown 
cold, the Holy See, solicitous that the peace of Christ in 
the reign of Christ be recognized and spread abroad over 
the earth, has encouraged such public demonstration of 
Catholic faith as Eucharistic Congresses. 

To-day the apostolic and historic tradition of the Pa- 
pacy shines in all its ancient glory in the person of Pius 
XI., our gloriously reigning Pontiff. An all-pervading 
and all-comforting consciousness of the presence of the 
Peter among us surges and pulses throughout the Congress. 
Bowing in fervent adoration before the majesty of Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament, we are conscious that the Vicar 
of Christ, far off in the Eternal City, is rapt in holy con- 
templation of the events of these wonderful days. Her- 
alding to the four corners of the earth the oneness of our 
solemn profession of our sublime faith in Christ, we are 
conscious that Pope Pius XI. during his glorious pontif- 
icate has stirred the world again and again by reiterating 
Peter’s unfailing confession of the ages: ‘Thou art 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Furthermore, we are more than conscious of the pres- 
ence of the Vicar of Christ in His illustrious legate, a 
John, revered and beloved of the Church in America, upon 
whose bosom will repose and in whose hands will be borne 
shortly our Eucharistic Lord and King. None more ex- 
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alted, none more worthy, none more fitting than Peter, in 
his representative, to part the sacramental veils and bear 
out from the mystical silence of the tabernacle our hidden 
God—that He, the Christ of type and promise, the Christ 
of Bethlehem and Calvary, the Christ of Cenacle and 
Catacomb, the Christ of the ages of faith and of human 
history, the Christ of all nations and of our fathers, the 
Christ of our altars and our firesides, the Christ of our 
hearts and souls, the Christ of our life and death, the 
Christ of our undying loyalty and burning love—the Christ 
of all in Heaven and on earth, at the mention of whose 
sacred name every knee should bend and every tongue 
sing praise, may now move among us to save, to sanctify 
and to bless all mankind forevermore. 

To the angelic hosts of the tabernacle who, day and 
night, keep vigil in adoration and love under the sanc- 
tuary lamp, we appeal to unite with us in our final tri- 
umphal canticle to Christ our Eucharistic Lord, Whose 
delight is to abide and walk among the civilization of men. 
We pray Mary, Queen Mother of the Saints, and the saints 
themselves, to lend voice and harmony to our mighty 
chorus of praise and jubilation. We invoke St. Thomas 
Aquinas, the Doctor of the Holy Eucharist, to attune our 
canticle to the doctrinal and devotional outbursts of his 
sublime wisdom and love for the Blessed Sacrament, re- 
vealed in his immortal liturgical psalmody of the “Pange 
Lingua” the “lauda Sion Salvatorem,”’ the “O Salutaris” 
and the “Adoro Te Devote.” 

“Jesus, Whom for the present veiled we see,” grant 
that our vision of this sublime and never-to-be-forgotten 
acclaim to Thee, our Eucharistic Lord and King, may find 
expression in the words of the beloved disciple: “We 
saw His glory, the glory as it were of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

i 
Tantum Ergo Sacramentum. 
Laus et Jubilatio. 


Sermon of His Eminence Cardinal Hayes at the solemn closing 
of the Eucharistic Congress, Mundelein, Illinois, June 24, 1926. 





The House of God 


Sermon of His Eminence Cardinal Hayes at the Consecration of 
the Cathedral at St. Louis, Mo., Tuesday, June 29, 1926. 


**"T*HEN Solomon said: The Lord said that He would 

dwell in a cloud. Building I have built a house 
for Thy dwelling, to be Thy most firm throne forever” 
(3 Kings viii. 12, 13). 

His Grace the Archbishop of this holy Church of St. 
Louis, has conferred on me a singular honor in his invi- 
tation to be the preacher on this solemn occasion. Thus 
I have been afforded a public opportunity, which I take 
advantage of, to bear unto the Archbishop, clergy, Reli- 
gious and faithful the warm felicitations of Catholic New 
York, which rejoices with Catholic St. Louis on the 
rounding out of a century of glorious and beneficent his- 
tory, with the completion and consecration of a Cathedral, 
the majesty, beauty and impressiveness of which chal- 
lenge our imagination and command our admiration. - 

It is our privilege and joy in this solemn hour to raise 
our hearts in psalms of praise and benediction to Our Eu- 
charistic Lord in this consecrated temple, which is to be 
His dwelling and most firm throne forever, filled with the 
riches of His grace and the splendor of His glory. “How 
lovely are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts!” (Ps. 1xxxiii. 
2). So noble in impulse is this magnificent edifice and 
vibrant with life, faith and love, that it is in very truth 
“a structural Te Deum,” which rises in its swelling chant 
until it thunders out the triumph of our souls: “Tu Rex 
glorie Christe, Thou O Christ art the king of glory!” 


StuprpeNbous Act oF FAITH AND WorSHIP 


The emotions of this hour touch again into living real- 
ity the mighty drama of the spirit which we experienced 
recently in the Eucharistic Congress at: Chicago. Less 
than a week ago, in the company of myriads of adorers 
gathered from the ends of the earth, the Church in 
America publicly confessed, by a stupendous act of faith 
and worship, to the Real Presence of Christ in the Sac- 
rament of His love. In the vast temple builded by na- 
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ture’s God, canopied o’er with the blue vault of heaven, 
with walls of clouds resting on the horizon, and the lamp 
of the sun shining in all its noonday brightness, we be- 
held the glory of Christ, “the glory . . . of the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John i. 
14). Tu Rex glorie, Christe! 

We departed thence, like the pilgrims of old home- 
ward turning, suffused with the peace of the Lord and 
pondering in our souls over the mystery of His love and 
the power of His grace. Our progress has been arrested 
by the vision of another Eucharistic glory. A great and 
beloved Shepherd, long a leader and teacher in Israel, 
famed as a tireless builder in the Kingdom of Christ, is 
rejoicing with his devoted flock, while with his clergy he 
dedicates to the Living God this monumental pile, to-day 
cleansed with penitential ablution, vivified with fervent 
prayer, and consecrated with holy unction, sacred fire, and 
smoking incense. The stones of this edifice, the metal 
which holds it together, the precious marbles and gorgeous 
mosaics which adorn it,—yesterday purely material and of 
potter’s clay,—to-day, through consecration are living, elo- 
quent, burning tongues of adoration, praise, petition, and 
reparation, to the greater glory of God and for man’s ever- 
lasting benediction. 


AWED BY TRANSCENDANT BEAUTY 


Our hearts burn within us, the sense of the Lord’s 
Presence is strong upon us, as we adore in this majestic 
dwelling, consciously awed by the charm of transcendant 
beauty and the air of prayerful inspiration which pervade 
it. Truly, as Jacob said at Bethel, “The Lord is in this 
place. ... This is no other but the house of God and 
the gate of heaven” (Gen. xxviii. 16, 17). “Blessed vi- 
sion of peace” sings the Church in the office of dedication, 
as she beholds in the House of the Lord built by human 
hands, with human skill and of earth’s rare treasures, the 
vision of the Heavenly Jerusalem come from above, 
adorned as a bride for her Spouse. Celestis Urbs Jeru- 
salem, beata pacis visio! 

With Solomon, the Shepherd of St. Louis may pour 
out his soul with supreme satisfaction before the Lord in 
thanksgiving: “Building I have built a house for Thy 
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dwelling to be Thy most firm throne forever.” Inspired 
with the vision of the Heavenly Temple in the Apocalypse, 
nothing daunted by the exalted art of the ancient Basilicas 
of Europe, he vied with Solomon himself in embellishing 
the House of the Lord, putting under tribute the cedars 
of Libanus, the rock and ore of the bowels of the earth, 
and the brain and the blood and the brawn of the children 
of men. In setting up this Holy Place, he is bequeathing 
to his flock and to posterity, as a shepherd of souls, as 
enduring, a consecrated witness to his zeal, more glorious 
than the Temple on Mount Moriah, which was but the 
shadow and the pledge of a future, living reality. For, in 
this exquisite gem of architecture, Christ dwells among 
His people in Person, in His Divinity and Humanity, in 
His Body and Blood and Soul. He is present not only to 
be adored but also to be sacrificed; not only to be sacri- 
ficed but also to be our bread; not only to be our food, 
but also to abide in us as the life of our souls. 


HOMAGE OF CREATURE TO CREATOR 


For the world at large, this sanctified creation of art 
can and should serve as does the beacon-fire on sea-wall 
and hill, warning souls off the reefs of ungodliness and 
setting the currents of their being upward to God and to 
His Christ. The faithful of the diocese shall ever regard 
this Cathedral as the glowing expression unto Christ of 
their strong faith, firm hope and abiding love—the hom- 
age of the creature to the Creator. It shall always speak 
to them with Pentecostal tongues in the language of art, 
symbolic yet clear, subtle yet forceful, proclaiming the 
mysteries of God, the Gospel of Christ, and the dignity, 
duty and destiny of man. For them as well as for those 
who sit in darkness, Holy Mother Church images forth 
the awe-inspiring majesty of the indwelling Christ through 
the jeweled windows of architecture, painting, sculpture 
and ceremonial that their attention may be attracted to the 
truths of God’s Being, the Divine and human beauty of 
the Incarnation, and the exalted nobility of man. 

Like the temple which Ezechiel the prophet saw in the 
vision on the river Chobar, whence issued life-giving wa- 
ters which healed the land and streams round about, this 
noble dwelling of the Lord and His most firm throne, is 
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the inexhaustible fountain, springing up unto light, life 
and love. From it the appellant voice of Christ rings out 
with clarion call, announcing the glad tidings to men of 
good-will. Through it the striving Presence of Christ is 
felt with ceaseless insistence, subduing souls to His sweet 
yoke. Out of it flow the creative waters of His grace, 
healing and cleansing a civilization which lies smitten with 
a wasting and fatal malady. 


Gops oF Tuis Wor.Lp 


At all times and in all climes Our Lord through His 
Church has been about His Father’s business. As long as 
Satan spreads abroad error and sin, working through the 
mass of humanity unto ruin and despair, the mission of 
the Church is not yet done. In the person of the Bishops, 
priests and people, she carries on unyielding warfare 
against “the gods of this world” who, as St. Paul teaches, 
“hath blinded the minds of unbelievers that the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ . . . should not shine unto 
them” (2 Cor. iv. 4). It is her steadfast purpose to shed 
the rays of her truth and charity amid the encircling dark- 
ness, lest Satan seduce souls by bedecking hideous lust 
with the shining robes of purity, specious error with the 
noble form of truth, and brutal selfishness with the mod- 
est demeanor of virtue. Times may change but Satan 
does not change. From the beginning even to the present 
hour, weak, selfish man has fallen away from truth and 
virtue through the lying promise of Divinity with which 
Satan deceived our first parents: ‘You shall be as gods” 
(Gen. iii. 5). The false gods that Satan alone can fash- 
ion, and only from the slime of human passion, are of 
his own “seed” (Gen. iii. 15), of his own image and like- 
ness. They, too, like Satan, set themselves up as gods of 
this world, the measure of all truth, all order and all in- 
terests, yea they think to measure God Himself. Being a 
law unto themselves, they refuse to bend their intellects to 
the elementary rules of logic for the acquisition of truth; 
they scorn to train their wills to observe the restrictions 
of law for the sake of good order; they utterly disdain to 
shape their conduct by the rights of justice for the pur- 
poses and the well-being of society. 

False prophets of science there are, never so bold and 
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decisive as when, donning the mantle of pure reason, they 
sit in judgment on God and man and life. Let them ap- 
pear in the réle of astronomer, they will sweep the heav- 
ens with the telescope and declare that force and matter 
alone are God. If the study of man be their choice, they 
will try out and test and weigh the elements of the body, 
in search of a soul, only to affirm that a vital, spiritual 
principle cannot exist apart from the body. The prophet 
of pure reason hesitates not to rush in where life’s values 
are most sacred into the realm of morality. He can only 
understand that brute instincts are the determinants of 
duty and conduct. Self-preservation is exalted as the first 
law of nature, and pleasure, as the supreme test of life. 
To exclude fear and sin from the field of vision is ac- 
counted common sense, and the new wisdom, the first pos- 
tulate of the “joy-philosophy” of the present hour. 


DisorDER Let Loose By UNGODLY CREED 


Who can gauge the profound misery and darkness and 
disorder which this ungodly creed has already let loose 
upon the world? Natural man selfish to his finger-tips, 
cruelly, aggressively selfish, is alone with himself. Here 
is the tap-root of his darkness, his anguish, and despair. 
He who was endowed with an intellect to know God and 
with a will to love God—created by God a little less than 
the angels—now finds himself in a vast universe of mat- 
ter and force, a little more than a gnat. God is become 
for him “the guess of a worm in the dark, the shadow of 
its desire.” Utterly impoverished by the loss of faith, un- 
speakably saddened by the loss of the presence of God, 
this blind creature who aspires to Divinity, flings himself 
at the door of the world’s dark, hopeless tomb, crying like 
a child in the night, calling for the truth that sha!l free 
him from the tyranny of self, for the light of truth, the 
life of truth, and the law of truth, for Christ, the living, 
the enlightening, and eternal truth of the ages. 

The world must go to school again, to the school of 
Christ, there to learn the lesson of the cross. For if the 
book of history be read with honest mind—the book 
whereon God has written large and clear—it will be seen 
that the cross is the key to the world’s progress and civi- 
lization, that the Cross of Christ is the magnet drawing 
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God to man and man to God, that Christ Crucified is the 
revelation both of God and of man. He is the Word made 
flesh, “the image of the invisible God” (Col. i. 15). In 
the early centuries it was through the preaching of “Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. ii. 2) that the Church 
drew under His yoke the legal-minded ‘Roman, the philo- 
sophic Greek and the untamed barbarian, teaching them 
to bend the knee at the sacred name of Jesus. So, to-day, 
in the erection of this noble and majestic Cathedral, the 
Church symbolizes her unshaken faith in Christ, “the 
power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. i. 24), to 
re-establish all things in Himself. 


TEMPLE OF THE LIvING CHRIST 


In this consecrated temple, on His “firm throne for- 
ever” sits the Living Christ Who is present in the Eucha- 
rist in His Divinity and Humanity. To Him, to this 
school of Christ, earnest souls may come and sit at the 
Master’s feet, as Mary did at Bethany, drinking in the 
waters of life and truth from the Saviour’s fountains. 
He is “the way and the truth and the life” (John xiv. 6) 
and “the light of the world.” “He that followeth Me,” 
says Christ, “walketh not in darkness but shall have the 
light of life’ (John viii. 12). In Him, the mystery of 
the Deity is revealed; in Him the nobility of humanity is 
restored ; in Him human life is vested with high purpose 
and holy destiny; for, as St. Paul says, in Christ “are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. ii. 3). 

Apart from Christ, we can see in nature only as in “a 
glass in a dark manner,” but when we look on God in 
Christ, we behold Him as it were “face to face” (1 Cor. 
xiii. 12). “He that seeth Me,” says Christ, “seeth the 
Father also” (John xiv. 9). As He hangs on the cross 
without the wall of Jerusalem, “a man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with infirmity” (Isai. liii. 3) into Whose Heart 
have flowed the black streams of human pain and grief, 
we realize that “God so loved the world as to give His 
only begotten Son” (John iii. 16) that, as St. John tells 
us, “we may live by him” (1 John iv. 9). The veil of life’s 
mysteries He did not lift, its burdens He did not remove; 
but he refuted forever the blasphemous thought that God 
has no sympathy, no love for man. Doubting science dis- 
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honors God when it depicts Him in lonely infinity, hav- 
ing creatures but no children. Through our Redeemer, 
we believe that we are the children of God by adoption; 
through Him we know that “God is Charity” (1 John 
iv. 8). 


In THE LIGHT oF CHRIST’s TEACHING AND LIFE 


The glory that is man, rises not out of his own being; 
he is neither “as gods,” nor is he, as science knows him, 
a tiny speck of life moving fitfully and fearfully for a 
day among the vast masses and the mighty powers of the 
universe. In Christ, the God-Man, we behold humanity 
superior to all matter and force. He who was first made 
to God’s image and likeness, is now predestined to be con- 
formed to the image of God’s Own Son. In this consists 
the nobility of man—by grace he abides in Christ and 
Christ in him in a living ineffable union. By grace he can 
live the Divine life; by grace he can know and love God 
and by grace he can attain his true destiny, which is the 
life of love in Christ in God, as the Master prayed to His 
Father on the night before He died: “That the love 
wherewith Thou hast loved Me, may be in them and I in 
them” (John xvii. 26). 

The short span of life between the cradle and the 
grave, takes on its truest value and noble purpose when 
it is viewed in the light of Christ’s teaching and life. Woe- 
fully sad and ignoble is the life of the natural man who is 
filled with selfishness and hate, ranging his native heath 
for food and pleasure, and stalking his enemy in the dark. 
For the Christian follower of the gentle Christ, selfish- 
ness is the root of all sin and hate is the foulest vice. The 
ideal of his life is Christ; the measure of his giving is 
Christ’s; the law of his life is love. “This is My Com- 
mandment that you love one another as I have loved you.” 
(John xv. 12). The basis of Christian morality whether 
it be expressed in the Decalogue or in the Sermon on the 
Mount, is charity, the love of God, the love of Christ in 
man, the love of man in Christ. Only when self-love has 
died away and hate is no more in him, can the Christian 
soul arrive at the full dignity of life which is Christ: 
“For to me, to live is Christ; and to die is gain” (Philip. 
i. 21). 
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THE ONLY TruE MEDIUM e 


The Incarnate Son of God Who was sent of the Fa- 
ther to re-establish all things in Himself, is the only true 
medium through which God and man and life can be prop- 
erly apprehended. He is the only just standard of values, 
the only fixed basis of relationship, be it between God and 
man, or between man and man as individuals and social 
groups, or between nations and nations. Without Him, 
His revelation and His grace, human science can avail 
nothing for the betterment of the race even in a cultural 
way. Rather, when skeptical scientists rule faith out of 
court, virtue out of practise, charity out of life and God 
out of the world, they set in motion gigantic forces of 
evil which could stay the march of progress and involve in 
utter ruin multitudes of men, did not the merciful power 
of Christ intervene through His Church to save, to sanc- 
tify and to refine. 

The Church founded by Our Lord upon the Rock of 
Peter, is the ever-active and all-powerful ferment through 
which Christ is leavening the mass of humanity with His 
grace, purging out the dross of atheism, naturalism and 
ungodly living. The gates of hell shall not prevail against 
her. In the past, through the powers of evil, which are 
always alert and vigorous in the world, Christ has lived 
over again, in His Church, the agony in Gethsemane, the 
trial before Caiphas, the judgment of Pilate and the tor- 
ture of the Cross. In the future, it may be that she will 
be stricken down, but only to rise again; she may be as 
one dying, but she shall live, renewing her youth like the 
eagle’s. Until the end of time the Church shall remain 
as the living witness to the power of Christ; she shall not 
and cannot fail in her divinely-appointed mission of form- 
ing a holy nation, a perfect people for the reign of Christ 
the King. 


CONSECRATED SYMBOL OF DIvVINELY REVEALED TRUTH 


This majestic edifice which was anointed to-day with 
holy oil and sealed with the Sign of the Cross, is the conse- 
crated symbol of a sublime reality, of a divinely revealed 
truth. Out of the united hearts of the children of the 
Church has risen this structure of wood, metal, and stone, 
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even as the tree springs from the bosom of the earth, at- 
testing the spirit and unity of the life that is in the faithful, 
who, in turn, are the “living stones” of another, a spiritual 
temple, not made by hands, but “built upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief corner stone” (Eph. ii. 20). 

._ While the material foundations of this sacred temple 
lie solidly and permanently embedded in American soil, 
with walls and dome breathing the blessed and free air of 
our beloved land, the soul of America participates in the 
spiritual power, beauty and benediction of the “living 
stones” of this House of God, who are none the less 
worthy citizens of our glorious Republic because they are 
fervent citizens of the Kingdom of Christ on earth. This 
consecrated temple is a citadel of strength and protection 
for all that America holds sacred. Here will be ex- 
pounded and defended doctrinal and moral truth, which, © 
far from being subversive or destructive of the sacred- 
ness of personal liberty and responsibility of family life 
and home ideals, of loyalty and service to country and 
lawfully constituted authority, raises to the highest spirit- 
ual plane the basic reason and divine sanction of personal 
goodness, family piety, civic duty, and patriotic sacrifice. 

Recently, I read for the first time, a notable defense 
of Catholic teaching in the first days of the Republic, by 
James Madison, American seer and statesman, a father 
of our Constitution, who declared that there was nothing 
in the principles of the Catholic religion opposed to our 
American institutions. The fair-minded American appre- 
ciates the contribution made by Catholic unity and solidar- 
ity to the “E pluribus unum” of the United States of 
America. 

May the Kingdom of Christ grow in our land apace 
with America’s marvelous progress, until in God’s ap- 
pointed time all peoples shall meet in peace and charity, 
in “the unity of faith and knowledge of the Son.of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the age of the 
fullness of Christ” (Eph. iv. 13), “to whom is glory and 
empire forever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter iv. 11). 





